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vio tothe presidntial
P.,,m.‘..s rina o
nlin o my Feseld

daughter, Whitney, at her request,
the difference betwaen Democrats
and Republicans.

“Basically, you have two groups of
‘pecple who believo in two different
ways to do things,” I tried to explain
as simply as possible. “Not one way.
is right or wrong, but just different
belicfs”

Ipaused to ook at her, gouging
her respone, hoping my answer was
euffcient and che would go back to
coloring. The last thing I nceded was
a political debate with m second-
rador and another person I couldn't
tak politics with

To my surprise, she not only got
it but summed it up this way: “Oh.
Soit's ke Santa Claus. Some people
believs in him and seme people
don't”

Suddenly, we wero talking about
one of the most important isucs on.
our fammily ballo.  make it a point

The Politics of Santa

Just like in politics, some believe and others don’t

ot to ack sbout pecple’s potentially B igh of relisf—they were the My motber's instinct wants to
contentious belefs, such asparty  squivalent  of Green Party  steer them away from diffcult topics,
affliations o if they loved or hated  members. Valid party, but  protecting their innocence and simplo

VHI's “Rock of Love,”but [ nesded to I'm
know which side Whitney was on.
“What do you believe?” I asked,
trying to stay calm. But really, T
wantad to know who had gotten
t0'her. Who had mesesd vith.

notreally teoview of the werld for as long as
concarned they're  posible—there'll be plenty of time for
mingtosteal  them to deal with the realites and the
the elsction. weight that comes with expandsd
knowlodze.
Stil, T conld see the point of

my davighter s innacence the other sde. Hovr do you not
and prematurely tried Iose your credibility and continue
to got her registered as 2 to impress upon your children
nonbelisver?

the value o truth after they
i out you'vo been lying and
deceiving them for the good of
the party?

I needed mors information
before T could dcide which
stance totake. To ell or not
046l Ta choose rality
over innocence, truth aver

idesliem? T needed to knov,
at what age do you arm.
them vith facts? At what
Point do you inflet harm by
withholding the truth? When dose it
become necessary o dvance their

Whitney gave me a look.
that was an sers glimpse

ofthe future teensger she

would become. It was coupled

with a huff of exasperation

at my obvious densits, o out

of touch with reality. “T believe.

in Santa Claus! But Sacshe and
Davidin my class don't”

Excellent. She was giving me
namee. Now I could track thees kide
down and give them  piece of my
mind for lobbying outside of their
precinet

“They don't believs in Christmas. world and introduce them to eality?
They beleve in Hanukkah,” Whitney 1% 1@ of Chritmas waspoised g priingiy, we till haven't had o
5 for victory, saved for another term,

frank diseuesion sbout where bakies
nd chicken nuggsts really come
from, et alone the truth about Santa.

and L owas relieved 1 didn't have to
00 the attack against a couple of
scond graders and start

Happy Ho]lidlays g e kv

But it got me worried. My daughter
wrasalready griling me sbout my
party afliation—tough questions
about Santa were probably soon to
follow. Add to that my son, Logan, is
w9, a prime target for unregistered
oter canvassers, The fact i both my
kids are beginning to ack intelligent.
‘and thoughtful questions sbouf this
world that’s starting to coms into
charper focus for them.

wrorld is shaped, it just might bo time
to it themn down and tll therm what
ot dog is really made o nd why
Joan Rivers locks the way she looks.
Tinow my children axe aware there's
more to the storiss, but they ve been
content to lt the spotlight of truth
ehine slsewhere.
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Am T really ready to change their
perception o the world forever? Are
they readsy and equipped to deal with
ityet?

‘When it is time I
will tell them. But
the time is not now.

T conducted polls to help me decide.
1 slzo ollsted information from.
vetran constituents who'd been there
before me—morm friends with older
ide, Tlooked back into histcry, my
awm, and remembered the devastation
of finding out too serly shout Santa
and the infiuence it had on my
development.

nd T've made my decision. 'im
joining my friend Tracy's party, the
Undeclared, whoes motto is, “You've
ot to believe to recsive.” There's no
commitment to the ar lftor right,

bt a safe middle ground unil the
kids aro ready to take a stance.

When it s time Lwil el thern.
But the time s not now. They should
e worrying about issues such as o
they want to lay soccer, ox wall ball,
at recees? Is this person omeone
T want to b friend with? Could
SpongoBob take Mickey Mouse in an
arm vrestle? Not the implications of
urning their back on something they
believad in with joy and consiction to
etep forward into @ seary world where
Santa Clausis just a xepresentation of
childhood innocence and its time to
arowup.

T chooss to belisve in innocence,

AAnd that SpongeBob takes Mickey
ey

Kelli Wheeler ivesin Arden Ocks
and s a motherof two. She can

be reached at Kellimscheler.com.
You can alen read her new weehly
column A Tale of Tuo Mommies at
SacMomsClub.come




