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Being a good parent means putting kids’ welfare over your popularity

By Kelli Wheeler
Momsonvofons

alwaye pictured myself as The
Cool Mom. 1 envisioned having.
the right snacks, the latest
toys, the rules that wer strict
enough for safety but lax enough
for fun. [ wanted my kids' house to
e the place where neighborhood
kids wanted to hang out. So much,
5o that when we purchased the
‘home we live in navw, with ite
‘spacious backyard and pool, I truly
believed it was the crown jewel in
‘my quest to bo The Cool Mom.
‘But the frozen pizzas are always
biggor and the video games newer on.
the other side.
‘Recontly it davwned on mo Ljust
might be the female counterpart to
the disilusioned “cool dad” in the
funny new sitcom “Modern Family.”
Hore I am thinking I'm dialed in
to providing what every kid wants,
whilo my kids aro hanging out over at
‘Blake's because his mom serves roat
beer floatsfor snack
Of course I'm only now realizing.
itsallrlative. One child’s shandoned
playhouse is another child’s Barbio
Malibo Beach House, 1 just really
swanted to be on the beach house end.
‘Why is it s important to me
0 have my kids and ther friends.
wanting to hang out at our bome?
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First ofall, because I have the
socurity of knowing exactly whero
they aro and what they'ro up to.
Second, T know my rules are going to
bo abidod by because i’s under my
roof. But mainly it's becauso it fools
o0d a5 a parent o know you have
creatod a home whero your kids want
t0'be and are comfortable bringing.
their riends over.

Bot let's face it: Kids ke going.
over to each other's houses because.
there' always something they can
have or do at  friend's house that
they can't at home. And ss long 3=
‘you're not viclating a major moral
‘cods, what's the harm ofletting kids
‘escape the boundarios of home for
a oo hours? Kids need a chance to
practic policing thomselves when
they are away from home, learning
to stay true to the values and
‘expectations insillod in thom.

You think T don't know my son
shoots Airsoft guns when he's over at
Brodic's house? Or that my daughter
has doughnuts for breakfast when
she spends the night st Hayley's? It
may not be the way we rollat our
house, but I'm comfortablo that these
‘occasionsl transgressions aren't going
to undermine my kids’ basic values
about violence and healthful choices.

What 1 didn't count on s it’s
impossible to be a coal parent if you
‘care anything about your kids If you
are truly watching out for thei best.
interests and want to maintain & level
of respect and authority, you can’t bo
‘ool You've got tosct rules, enforce.
rules, take away privileges, establish

decisions. People who do that just
aren't cool.

Tmay be  ite joalous that Heidi,
Bocky and Julio are The Cool Moms
to my kids, but then the crown
switches heads when their kids come
aver T become The Cool Mom becsuse
of the froe reign their kids have to.
my gumball machine, holiday candy
dishes and junik food dravwer (to which
my own kids have become immune).

You can’t be cool to

your own kids, but
you can be cool to
their friends.

That's The Cool Morm loophole
You can't bo coolto your own kids,
but you can bo cool to thei friends.
That's because you don't have that
responsibiliy over someone clsc’s
child.Itslike being a grandparent.
You can sugar them up and lt them
watch sl the “Phineus and Ferh”™
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they want and then send them home.
‘becanse it's not your job to enforce
someone else's rule. ' just your
responsibility to make sure they stay
o and don't learn any new bad.
words at your house.

But if there's anything 1 learned.
from gorging myselfas a kid on white
bread and Havwaiian Punch at my
st friend Robin's, it's that if you're.
o strict you don'tallow your kids to
‘mako their own choicos,then thoy're.
ing to snesk behind your back to
test their boundaries,

Td rathor pass The Cool Mom
crown to Michelle and know my kids
arojust at her house having their
15th Otter Pop.

‘Although a good “don't ask, don't
tell” policy might help me loosen the
i on that crown while my kids
really get the hang of making better
choices.

Kelli Wheeler is a Sacramento
mother of tuwo. She can be reached at
Kellimuheeler.com. Read her weekly
blog at Momservations.com. or follow.
her a Twitter.com(Momservations. o
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