[image: image1.png]Puppy Love

Abeloved old friend departs, but sooner than it's ready, a family expands

pretty good at this. The trepidation
about being responsible for another
human being dependent animal
has boen eplaced with the joy of
life cnriched. Lif has setled into a.
plessant journey we could have never
imagined while gripped with tho fear
oflosing independence and fxibilicy.
So what do we o and do? Wo bring.
it all o seroaching hat,decding
By Kelli Wheeler to turn our lves upside down again
Momservotions becase we ot bit i the butt by an
impulsive blind,giddy leap to expand
oue family again. We got a puppy.
Gone aro slccp-filld nights.
Back are shredded shoes and soiled
carpets. In ur arsenal once again are

s basic truth sbout kids
‘and puppies: If you wait uatil
you're roady to have thom, you

never wil

Asit was, [ dd't have my irst Nature's Mirack and baby gtes. We
child until | was 28, and even then my _man rather than zone defense. Plus,  same responsbiiies arerquired. - "L

hushand and | thought trying o have e did't tink we would fuck st Bepcially f 50 tart with 8 PUPDY.  povsnes e e sty oo e i
 child suddenly made sex the scariest._ with anotber child who madeit ook 1’ ke having a newborn. They cry B

ing wo had ever done inous lve. ke e knew what we weredog. i the middle o the ight mndyon " pug bt wist! Py
Iremember when the nurses ot the  Our daughter wasalrady threatening il be nuding the person next o

isses, puppy blly rube, puppy love.
hospital told me T could take my son {0 blow our coverat two years because you in bed with, “IVsyour tarn” A pou L IL4 il e laugher

home that the responsiblity of it all  she would rather take an extended  You're lways cleaning uP Pe a2 und rollon-the flos fun. I s the foy
scemed s0 overwhelming | was afraid  time-out than ever say she was sorry.  poo, You can't leave them alone or 3 ot watching my children and thetr

toleave the hospital I was suro any Bt before my husband and 1 sccond (although ono will gt Child gourc Y o L
minute | vas going to boouted as . had kids, wo had adog. Like most  Protective Servicoscallodonyou it g% e ot SRS
‘woman masquerading as a mother. 1 newlyweds we ook an impulsive,  you do and the other will leave you o

was truly afraid L would be stopped at  blind, giddy leap at a family starting  with disemboweled couch cushions).  Sura i 't always casy,but ke |
the door by security s someone who with afuzzy baby first: our ellow The frst threo monthsare the g1 my ot dei
chouldn't be trusted with another  Labrador, Kyber, who recently wont  hardest. Plus,theyjust tam ot oo 0 S O
person'slfe in her hands. up to the big dog parkin the sky. better f you give them lots oflove and ot ey
1didn' eel any more prepared s been eight months since the _ attention. o e
or competent when my daughter  heartache of the long goodbye and Twasn'tready for that kindof o} ot o

‘s bor 17 months later. Wehad  challonges of a aging dog Depite  demand on my time and hearstrings. o v ahene o s ok e
quickly trid for another child before  my kids wanting to il the void of Adecade and a half have passed  (raveling,

e chickened out or were exposed his absence, I was ot and am not_since the youthful excitement of

Now I just nood to convince my
s parents who were just wingingit.  ready for the responsibility and life-  startinga family pushed us forward 1A BERR N

Really, we had just otten lucky with  changing commitment ofa beloved  despite our foars. The trialsof dog o oqu g Chol T
‘a0 amazingly bright and essy toddler pet. To bo honest, Id just scttlod into  ownership have faded to distant P
swho basicaly was teaching himself to  how much casier my life had bocome  memory, replaced with all the happy avord:
crawl, walk, talk, potty tran himself  without worrying about the wants  recollections and bittersweet nostalgia
‘and listthe 2001 presidential Cabinet.  and noods of another family member.  of the porfoct dog gone.

winning columnist and Sacramento
mther of tuwo. She can be reached ol
Kellimuheeler.com. Read her weekly

from memory. 1 know some will argue that ‘We are also surviving a decade

blog at Momservations.com or ollow
‘We topped at two kids,realizing  having a pet i not nearly the same  of parenthood none worse for wear, % 00 7S 7ok
we were & tewm made o play man-to- s having kids, but some of the reslizing we actually just might be com(Momservt
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