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Feeling a bit down, she connects to reach a career objective

By Kelli Wheeler

Momservations

omservation: In baseball,
batting averages of 30
percent are considered

stellar. T sure hope the same applies
in motherhood, because most days
Pm striking out.

Twant to be a good role model for
my kids, but some days it might just
be best for them to look the other
way.

More than Id care to admit,
breakfast dishes are still in the sink
at dinner; clean underwear becomes
an archeological dig through a huge
‘mound of unfolded laundry; my kids
know if they want to be on time they
had better stick with Daddy; I haven't
sold an article in three months, which
has led to a nasty “Bejeweled 2”
addiction; 1 don’t curse but I do say,
“God Bless America” an awful lot;
and my kids think talking on your
cell phone while driving is legal if
you throw it down when you see an
officer.

T'm not exactly batting .300 on the
work-at-home mom front.

Ofall the roles 1 take on as Mom,
being a successful work-at-home mom
is what I hope my kids remember
the clearest. T want them to see and
believe you can be both a good parent

April-2010

and have a great career, too. That you
don’t have to pick one or other—even
if some days you're spread thinner
than Cheez Whiz on a party cracker.

It s those rare times when it all
comes together perfectly that I can
almost see the highlight reel that will
play in my kids’ heads, inspiring them
when it’s their turn at bat:

Mom’s at the plate. She’s got
homemade spaghetti sauce simmering
for dinner. The hum of the dryer with
its promise of clean uniforms creates
an atmosphere of excitement.

Here comes the wind-up. Writing-
deadline- looming Mom gets a
“Can-you-please-drive-on-the-field-
trip-tomorrow?” curve ball. She sneaks
a peak at the unfinished column on
her computer screen then back to the
hopeful face of her fourth-grader.

An “Ljust can’t, Honey” on her lips,
it looks like it’s going to be a swing
and a miss.

‘But wait! She connects! “T'll stay
up late to finish my work on time
and then I'l be able to help out your
teacher and have some fun with you
on the field trip,” she says.

The crowd goes wild! “Thanks,
Mom! You're the best.”

Bases-loaded home run.

Tdon't expect to hit it out the park
and be the star in my children’s eyes
every day. It's impossible to do all
things well all the time. In fact, it's
& good lesson for my kids to see that
perfection isn’t prized over giving
‘your best effort. Or that random acts
of brilliance don’t take the place of
consistency. It’s important for them
to witness even their heroes are going
to whiff it sometimes, but it doesn’t
keep them from confidently stepping
up to the plate again for another shot.

Here’s a perfect example. Recently
1felt like I went through a little
slump. My house was in a perpetual
state of disarray, my kids were
spending way more quality time with
iCarly then me, and my writing career
seemed more of a success in tax form
expenditures than hard returns. My
contributions on and off the working-
mom playing field didn’t feel like

they were adding up to much. I was
thinking maybe it was time to hang
up the dream of making it to the big
leagues of being a published author
and turn all my focus on just being
Mom.

But then I thought about the
‘message that would send to my ids.
Would I ever want them to stop short
of their goals? To quit when it got too
hard? I'd never want them to look at
something and say, *T can’t,” instead
of, “Ill find a way.”

So1 stepped back up to the plate,
pointed to the far wall my ambition
was going to soar over and swung for
the fences.

Booya—walk-off home run. You can
now call me a published author.

1f you'd like my autograph, Ill be
having a signing for my gift book,
“Momservations—The Fine Print
of Parenting,” from 12:30 to 4:30
p.m. April at Casey’s Hallmark
(4379 Arden Way). Shameless plug
alert: “Momservations” makes a
great Mother's Day gift and will
be available starting April 15 on
Amazon.com or Kellimwheeler.com!
Now one home run a successful

career doesn’t make. It's dedication,
commitment, sacrifice and good,
old-fashioned gumption over the long
haul that that makes you a superstar
and great role model at whatever you
choose to do. But more importantly, I
want my kids to see that the measure
of success isn't it one defining
moment. 1t's when you can find
happiness doing what you're doing
even when you're striking out.

Except for cleaning bathrooms. No
one finds happiness doing that.

Kelli Wheeler is a Sacramento
mother of two. She can be reached at
Kellimwheeler.com. Read her weekly
blog at Momservations.com. or follow
her at Twitter.com/Momservations. ®
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